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Most Rev. Ferndinand Cheri
Bishop Cheri is a Franciscan Friar of the Sacred Heart Province (St.
Louis) for 25 years and has been ordained for 39 years. He has served
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, New Orleans; St. Joseph the Worker,
Marrero, LA; St. Francis de Sales, NO; and St. Vincent de Paul,
Nashville, TN. He taught at St. Augustine High School, NO; Hales Franciscan HS,
Chicago; and at Althoff Catholic High School, Belleville, IL. He was an assistant
Campus Minister at Xavier University, Director of Campus Ministry at Quincy
University in Quincy, IL; and now is auxiliary bishop of New Orleans.
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He received his Masters of Divinity degree at Notre Dame Seminary, New Orleans
and a Masters of Theology degree at Xavier University of Louisiana, New Orleans.
He wrote his thesis, “Songs of the Soul and the Soil,” the history of Black Religious
music. He is an archivist of Black religious music with a collection of 6,000
recordings of gospel music and files of gospel sheet music and books. He is the
editor and compiler of the 7-volume 1994 Gospel Music Discography and the 9volume 1997 Gospel Music Discography. He wrote an article, “Black Catholic
Liturgy” in TELL IT LIKE IT IS, a Black Catholic catechetical book in 1982. He also
wrote “Mass of Thanksgiving” in FREEING THE SPIRIT, a Black Catholic liturgical
magazine, Spring 1979. His latest achievement is being the contributing author to
the book, SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT: Prayer Services from the Black Catholic Church, in
2006.
Bishop Cheri has served as a member of the liturgical planning committee for the
National Black Catholic Congress in Chicago 2002; the planning committee for
Unity Explosion 1991 in New Orleans; the Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy
Subcommittee on Black Catholic Worship 1984 to 1990; the National Joint
Conference of Black Catholic Religious Planning Committee 1983-1990; and the
Black Catholic Theological Symposium 1978. He works with the Lyke Liturgy
Committee for the Archbishop James P. Lyke Liturgical Conferences; and was
chairperson of Lyke Conference 2005 in St. Louis. Now he is a member of the Lyke
Foundation, dedicated to the development of Black Catholic Worship. He began
the Youth Gospel Choir at Our Lady of Lourdes, NO, LA; the St. Joseph the Worker
Youth Choir, Marrero, LA; the Althoff Gospel Crusaders, Belleville, IL, and the St.
Augustine of Hippo Youth Gospel Choir, East St. Louis, IL. He began and directed
the Black Saints Celebrations for the Archdiocese of New Orleans from 1984 to
1991. He has been a presenter on Worship for Black Catholics at the National
Black Catholic Congress’ “Pastoring in Black Parishes” Workshop. He served as a
member of the Diocesan Liturgical Commissions of Nashville, TN and of Belleville,
IL. He is the convener and facilitator of Go Down Moses Retreats for African
American Catholic Young Men and has worked with KUJENGA Youth Leadership
Programs in Chicago and the St. Louis/Belleville area. He is a revivalist, preaching
across the country. His strength and testimony comes from God’s Word in
Scripture, “My grace is enough for you, for in weakness power reaches
perfection.” (2Cor 12:9)

Rev. Maurice J. Nutt
Father Maurice J. Nutt, C.Ss.R., a native of St. Louis, Missouri. He holds a
Doctor of Ministry degree in preaching from Aquinas Institute of Theology.
He has served as pastor in parishes in St. Louis and Memphis. He is a noted
retreat, revival, and parish mission preacher both nationally and
internationally. He is a former director of the Institute for Black Catholic Studies at
Xavier University of Louisiana, and a past convener of the Black Catholic Theological
Symposium. He wrote an award-winning biography of his mentor, Sister Thea Bowman,
FSPA, titled, Thea Bowman: Faithful and Free. Father Nutt is a member of the
Redemptorists’ Denver Province Extraordinary Provincial Council and serves as the
Diocesan Liaison of the cause for canonization of Sister Thea Bowman, FSPA, for the
Diocese of Jackson. In founded Copiosa Care, a Redemptorist Spiritual Direction
ministry in February 2021. He lives with the Redemptorist community in New Orleans.
Twitter: @MJNutt1906

Sister Roberta Fulton
Sister Roberta Fulton was not raised Catholic, but was drawn
to the faith as a child through a group of sisters who worked
in her hometown of Kingstree in Williamsburg County. “I
had seen the kinds of things the sisters did, how they helped
those who were struggling,” she said. “The work they did
and the center they ran in Kingstree meant everything to me as a child, and I knew I
wanted to carry on with their work.” Shortly after graduation in 1966, she traveled to
the order’s motherhouse in Buffalo and took her first vows. Now, 50+ years later,
Sister Roberta is looking back on her life and ministry of education primarily in the
African American community. “I believe grace truly has brought me this far in my work
and kept me going,” she said. “God’s grace has been evident in all the people who
supported me along the way.”
She received a bachelor’s of science in elementary education from the University of the
District of Columbia and a master’s from Buffalo State University. Over 48 years in
education, she has worked as principal at St. Martin de Porres catholic School,
Columbia, SC, Resurrection Catholic School in Montgomery, Ala.; Our Lady of Mercy
School in Fort Worth, Texas; Catholic Central School in Buffalo; and the former St. Jude
Catholic School in Sumter. She believes that “Every Child is a Shining Star.” She was an
adjunct professor at Alabama State University in Montgomery and Niagara University,
Buffalo, NY. She has also served the Diocese of Charleston in a ministry of African
American Catholics Evangelization. She has served on Social Justice Committees and
Boards. She is currently Vice-Grand Lady of the Knights of Peter Claver/Ladies Auxiliary
Court #380 and a member of Chapter 45 Fourth Degree Ladies of Grace. She received
the 2020 Gold Medal Award from the Knights of Peter Claver/Ladies Auxiliary.
Sister Roberta has promoted unity and celebrated the ministry of African-American
women religious around the country. She was President of the National Conference of
Black Sisters’ Conference for six years and received the 2000 NBSC Harriet Tubman
Award.
Excerpt from July 13, 2016 Christina Lee Knauss | The Catholic Miscellany Columbia Deanery

Judge (Ret.) Arthur C. McFarland
JUDGE (Ret.) ARTHUR C. MCFARLAND is a native of Charleston, South
Carolina. He is the seventh child of the late Thomasina Jenkins
McFarland and Joe McFarland. He is a graduate of the University of
Notre Dame where he received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Government. He attended law school at the University of Virginia where he
received his Juris Doctor Degree. He is admitted to practice before the State,
Federal and the U.S. Supreme Court.
Judge McFarland is a retired Chief Judge of the Charleston Municipal Court where
he served for nearly 34 years. He has practiced law in South Carolina trial and
appellate courts for over 47 years. His early practice included federal civil rights
litigation in school desegregation and racial discrimination in employment cases.
His current practice is focused on several areas of law: preparation of Last Wills
and Testament and trusts; litigation in the probate court including contested and
uncontested estates, determination of heirs, guardianships and conservatorships;
heirs’ property litigation and land transfer matters; and personal injury cases. He
also prepares business powers of attorney and healthcare powers of attorney.
Judge McFarland is married to Dr. Elise Davis-McFarland. They have two children,
Kira J. McFarland and William J. McFarland and two grandchildren, William Joseph
McFarland, Jr. and Lara Elise McFarland.

Imri Davis
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Imri Davis is a junior at the esteemed Philander Smith College in Little
Rock, Arkansas. He is majoring in Business Administration with a
concentration in marketing. He is originally from New Orleans,
Louisiana but spent most of his upbringing in Houston, Texas.
Imri is heavily involved on campus and serves in various leadership positions such
as Chief of Staff for the Student Government Association, Lead Fellow for the
Social Justice Institute fellowship program, and Vice President for the Beta Chi
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. After graduating college, Imri plans on
working in the sports marketing field while attending grading school to receive a
Masters of Marketing. Ultimately, Imri plans to create a new renown “black wall
street'' to promote and teach generational wealth, equitable education, and
elevating mental health. Lastly, Imri hopes to retire with a huge loving family, living
on a ranch of at least 15 acres of land, and having his own horseback riding
company.
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“Catholics Standing for Social Justice Since 1909”

Visit our Social Justice Resources Page:

www.kofpc.org/sj

The Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary is the oldest and largest historically
African-American Catholic lay organization in the United States. Since its inception,
membership has been open to and inclusive of Catholics regardless of race or ethnic
background. The Order was founded on November 7th, 1909 in Mobile, Alabama and is
presently headquartered in New Orleans, Louisiana. The Order is named for St. Peter
Claver, a Spanish Jesuit Priest who dedicated his life to ministering to African slaves.
Our Noble Order is the only Catholic Lay Fraternal Order offering members
opportunities to the entire Catholic family! Catholic men and women ages 18 and older
are invited to join our Senior Divisions and Catholic young men and young women ages
7 - 18 are invited to join our Junior Divisions. Our members and units take civic,
community, and social engagement / responsibility seriously. We provide aid after
natural disasters; advocate for social justice issues; stand for voter rights and encourage
fulfillment of civic duties including participation in elections and the US census; stock
and staff food pantries and shelters; support tutorial programs, educational institutions,
and competitive collegiate scholarships through our national scholarship programs. We
strive to answer when the call to service or need is issued. Locally, regionally, and
nationally we meet, network, fundraise, and fellowship at social and charitable events,
conferences / conventions, and through virtual webinars / town halls.

Pray and worship with us; serve and lead with us; learn and grow with us. An
invitation to membership in our Noble Order is extended to practicing Catholics in goodstanding with the Church.

Learn more:
www.kofpc.org/info
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