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The mission of STEM Nola is
“to grow future innovators,
creators, and entrepreneurs
through inspiration,
engagement and exposure.”
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M

artin Luther King, Jr. spent his life
fighting against segregation in
America so that all people could
live and work in all levels of society regardless
of their race. Legal segregation is now gone
from our country due to his work and the work
of equally courageous men and women, but
there is still much work to be done.
There are many social issues prevalent in our society today. They include poverty, child hunger, gender bias, racial
bias, a lack of economic opportunity and regional educational gaps. As members of the Knights of Peter Claver and
Ladies Auxiliary, we strive to continue Dr. King’s legacy in
ﬁghting for positive change in our community.
On this past Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend,
several members from the Xavier University of Louisiana Collegiate Unit 403 volunteered with STEM Nola
– helping students at a local middle school build science projects. The mission of STEM Nola is “to grow
future innovators, creators, and entrepreneurs through
inspiration, engagement and exposure.”
As a people, we can excel and achieve in all professions
and occupations. In the past, it was far too common to
see entertainment and sports as the primary occupations
available for African-American children to realistically
achieve success. Striving to be a doctor, engineer or programmer would have been considered far-fetched. They

were not many blacks in these ﬁelds and those who
were in those ﬁelds were often considered anomalies
– exceptions to the rule.
Our participation in the STEM Nola Project has a
two-pronged impact on this notion because we are
both African-American young men and women and
we are pursuing careers in law, medicine and technology. We are the “exception to the rule” that kids can
see themselves in.
Our interactions with the students allowed them
to see that there is no difference between us, aside
from age. They saw ﬁrsthand that they can achieve
anything to which they put their minds, particularly
with the right support. STEM Nola’s program and
the participation of the Knights and Ladies provided
these students with that support and helped us all further realize Dr. King’s dream: to see black people excelling in all levels of society without being held back
by the walls of prejudice and racism.
As African-American young adults at Xavier University of Louisiana, we are the dream for which Dr. King
fought. As members of the Knights of Peter Claver and
Ladies Auxiliary, we are eager and willing to extend
that dream to our entire community. X

Troy Carter II is a sophomore political science major at
Xavier University of Louisiana and a Member of Council
403 – Crescent City – Xavier University.
@claverfamily
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