Top Trip Ideas in DuPage County
The Ultimate Route 66 Experience
Get your Kicks and
Chicks on Route 66

There’s nothing better than exploring the Mother Road, Chicagoland’s Route 66.
Illinois’ is the only Route 66 East of the Mississippi-and where it all began!
While you’re cruising the route be sure to stop in at a Route 66 original: Dell Rhea’s
Chicken Basket for some famous fried chicken and where you can
“get your chicks on Route 66” since 1946.

Top Trip Ideas in DuPage County

Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art (NEW State-of-the-Art LOCATION!)
•
•
•

Lapidary is the art of cutting and polishing stone. Lapidary has its roots in prehistory, as early humans
began fashioning tools and weapons from stone.
Joseph Lizzadro arrived in the U.S. from his native Italy in the early 1900s. He gained appreciation for
the unique characteristics of the mineral world as a lapidary hobbyist and collector.
The Lizzadro Museum home to a new, state-of-the-art location, houses a world-class collection of
jade and hard-stone cravings with an interactive Rock and Mineral exhibit, fascinating for all groups!

The Morton Arboretum
•
•
•
•

The Morton Arboretum was the country estate and arboretum created by Joy Morton, founder
of the Morton Salt Company.The Morton Arboretum's living collections represent one of the
most comprehensive collections of woody plants in North America.
Covering 1,700 acres with plants from 40 countries.
90 different kinds of plants are considered threatened or endangered.
Over 222,000 live plants in the collection.

Cantigny Park
Cantigny is a 500-acre park in Wheaton, IL, 30 miles west of Chicago. It is the former estate of Joseph
Medill and his grandson Colonel Robert R. McCormick, publishers of the Chicago Tribune. Robert
Rutherford "Colonel" McCormick was a member of the McCormick family of Chicago who became a:
• Lawyer
• Republican Chicago Alderman
• Distinguished U.S. Army officer in World War I
• Owner and publisher of the Chicago Tribune newspaper
McCormick House
Built in 1896, Robert and his first wife Amy used the house first as a summer home and later as their
permanent residence. They renamed the estate “Cantigny” to honor the French village where Robert
served with the First Division in World War I. A historic house museum that depicts the country home of
a family that made the Chicago Tribune the “World’s Greatest Newspaper.”

First Division Museum
•
•
•
•

Cantigny Park

Immerse yourself in the history of the U.S. Army’s famed 1st Infantry Division.
The First Division Museum will take you to the trenches of World War I, beaches of War II and the
jungles of the Vietnam War. It is a tribute to all those who have served and continue to serve
to protect America’s freedom.
See, feel and hear, the sights, sounds and soldiers’ stories from the First World War through modern
times.Watch and learn as the history of our nation’s military conflicts unfold.
Outside, explore the iconic tank park featuring 100 years of armor.

Gardens at Cantigny (Garden Tours)
•
•
•
•
•

Cantigny Park

In 1967 famed landscape architect Franz Lipp began construction of this lush, horticultural masterpiece.
One of the largest display gardens in the Midwest with more than 160,000 annuals, perennials,
ground covers and flowering shrubs and trees.
Guests visit the gardens throughout the year to witness the ever-changing beauty of its seasonal glory.
Nestled among 29 acres are beautiful landscapes that showcase the life cycles of trees, shrubs,
perennials and annuals in stunning displays.
The gardens are an inspiration, teaching amateur and professional gardeners alike the practicality and
beauty of plant species that perform well in a Midwest climate

Cantigny’s Greenhouse

•

Over 1,500 poinsettia plants fill Cantigny’s Greenhouse with a stunning visual display – a sea of reds,
pinks, whites and texture– grown by the Horticulture staff to use as displays throughout the park.

•

Throughout the year, self-guided tours of the production-style greenhouse—with lots of color from our
annual bedding plants along with the opportunity to see over 50,000 plugs of native seedlings and
wetland natives.
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Chicagoland’s Holiday Traditions
Kick-off the Holiday Season with holiday traditions and new experiences in DuPage County.
There’s nothing like the experience of “Holiday Magic” at Brookfield Zoo, where you can join caroling
to zoo animals surrounded by glimmering lights. Be amazed by the spectacular displays of holiday
lights a The Morton Arboretum’s “Illuminations” display and discover a traditional holiday market
at Naper Settlement’s Christkindlmarket.

Shopping Beyond Chicago’s Skyline
Oabrook Center, one of Chicagoland’s premier shopping destinations, is a great starting place. Enjoy
gift-shopping by twinkling lights, surrounded by holiday festivities.

No matter what type of shopping you like to do, you’ll find it in one of the several shopping areas in
DuPage County. From quaint downtown shops to designer outlet malls like Chicago Premium Outlets
or the Fashion Outlets of Chicago, holiday shopping is a serious pastime in DuPage.
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•

Naper Settlement

12-acre outdoor living history museum with a collection of 30 historical buildings and
structures from the Naperville, Illinois area

•

Experience the story of daily life in Naperville as it changed from a simple frontier outpost to a
bustling turn-of-the-century community.

•

With costumed villagers, annual events and special exhibits, enjoy the experience as your pulse
slows and you breathe a little easier in this 19th century world.

Top Trip Ideas in DuPage County
The North American Pizza & Culinary Academy
•
•
•

"The North American Pizza & Culinary Academy in conjunction with The Scuola Italiana Pizzaioli is the
2nd accredited pizza certification program in the US.
Representing the oldest and most prestigious pizza school in Italy. All pizza certification is taught by
Master Instructor Leo Spizzirri, PFC."
Offering hands on and demonstration style cooking classes taught by professional Chefs.

Spiritual Path Trip Ideas in DuPage County
National Shrine and Museum of St. Therese
•
•
•
•

The largest collection of St. Therese artifacts outside of France
The largest wooden religious carving in N.A. features St. Theres’s life and those she protects from
heaven
Half-day Tours: 10:00 am to 2:30 pm ($25 per person, lunch included)
Her parents, Sts. Louis & Zelie Martin are the first-ever married couple with children to be canonized in
the same ceremony.

Contact Angela Tormey Market Manager, angelatormey@discoverdupage.com 630.575.8070 x.221

Spiritual Path Trip Ideas in DuPage County
Billy Graham Center Museum
•
•

Located on the campus of Wheaton College (a Christian liberal arts college), The Billy Graham Center
Museum is devoted to the history of Christian evangelism and its influences on society.
Here you can explore over five hundred years of American history, reflect on your faith, and be inspired
by visual and performance art.

Contact Angela Tormey Market Manager, angelatormey@discoverdupage.com 630.575.8070 x.221
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Lynfred Winery
Lynfred Winery, founded on October 14, 1979, by Fred and Lynn Koehler is the oldest continually operated
winery in Illinois producing more than 50 varietals and 25,000 cases of wine each year.
• They started in a restored 1912 house in Roselle, Illinois, and began selling wine produced from California
grapes out of the cellar in 1975.
• In 1985, their 1983 Chardonnay was awarded "Double Gold" at the National Restaurant Show
in Chicago and won an award at the National Wine Competition for Chardonnays in Reno, Nevada.
• To meet demand, Lynfred opened a new winery in 1990, allowing them to produce nearly 100,000 US gallons
of wine per year.
• Since 2002,Lynfred has run a bed and breakfast at their original location.
•
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Drury Lane Theater
•
•
•

Drury Lane Theatre has been a major force in the Chicagoland theater scene for over 30 years.
Staging more than 2000 productions featuring hundreds of live productions featuring musicals, comedy,
Hollywood personalities and dinner theatre.
Groups of all ages come to experience cultural events and must-see Broadway-style shows in an
intimate setting, 971-seat proscenium style theater, with the opulence of a bygone era.

